
Sunday 14th August 2022
The Assump�on of the Blessed Virgin Mary C

Clergy: Fr Stuart Parkes Deacon Jim Aitken

Telephone: 01698 842709 Email: frparkes@rcdom.org.uk
Twi�er: @sgshbellshill Web: sacredheartandstgerards.org
Youtube: www.youtube.com/sacredheartstgerardsparishbellshill

Services this Week
Tuesday 6.00pm Confessions un�l 6.45pm

7.00pm Mass in Sacred Heart

Wednesday 10.00am Funeral Mass in Sacred Heart
Violet Fallone RIP

6.00pm Funeral Recep�on Eileen Coyle RIP

Thursday 10.00am Funeral Mass in Sacred Heart
Eileen Coyle RIP

Friday 10.00am Funeral Mass in Sacred Heart
Cathie Eadie RIP

Saturday 4.00pm Vigil Mass in St Gerard’s
5.30pm Vigil Mass in Sacred Heart

Sunday 10.00am Mass in St Gerard’s
11.30am Mass in Sacred Heart

Parish Mee�ng
Wednesday 31st August at 7.00pm in Sacred Heart Church

Please join us for the parish mee�ng at the end of the month. We will be joined at the
mee�ng by Bishop Toal as we discuss the future of the churches in the parish. You will
find a�ached to this bulle�n the repair and maintenance costs associated with both
Sacred Heart and St Gerard’s as well as a proposal from Fr Stuart for the best op�on for
the parish.

At the mee�ng there will be an outline of the current situa�on from Fr Stuart followed
by a �me of ques�ons and the opportunity for people to comment on the proposals. If
you wish to ask a ques�on or make a comment at the mee�ng you will be invited to
come and speak at a microphone so that everyone can hear. If you do not wish to speak
publicly you are welcome to submit wri�en ques�ons or comments to Fr Stuart before
the mee�ng for inclusion at the mee�ng and in the discernment and decision of the
Bishop. Fr Stuart is also happy to answer any ques�ons before the mee�ng.

There will be no decision made at the mee�ng but by the Bishop a�erwards which he
will then communicate to the parish. It is hoped that the mee�ng will finish by 8.30pm.



Please remember in your prayers

Sick:
Baby Felix Durnion, Lorraine McCarthy, Leanne McGovern, Thomas O’Donnell, Marcella Taylor, Avril
Finnon, Ma� MacDonald, Megan Carlin, Jamie Devine, Elizabeth Lunny, Tom Downie, Be�yMcAuley,
Angela Ferguson, Marion Desmond, Chris Tinto, Avril McClory, Michael Hughes, Margaret McMahon,
Jennifer McGinty, Margaret Hillis, Margaret Haggerty, Donna Kearney, Eileen Coyle, Kathleen Miller,
Stewart Donaldson, Margaret Mount,

Recently Dead: Violet Fallone, Eileen Coyle, Cathie Eadie, Fr Raymond Jaconelli, Mar�n O’Hanlon,
Eileen Carroll,

Months Minds: Margaret & George Bradley, Catherine Docherty, Catherine Traynor, Tom Brennan,
Cathie McAuley, MaryMays & GerryMays, Eddie McAuley &AnnMcAuley, Gerry & SusanMays, Lisa
McAlevey, Marie Bell, Elizabeth Melia, David Leggat, MayWalker

Anniversaries: Paul Skelly, Elizabeth Diamond, Margaret Sweeney, Ma�e McGowan, Michael Crilly,
Bridget Jordan, James Brady, Delia Brown, John Melia,

Na�onal Pilgrimage to Carfin
The Na�onal Pilgrimage this year is on Sunday
25th September at 3.00pm. at the beginning of
the visit of the relics of St Bernade�e and the
centenary of the gro�o. he Pilgrimage will mark
the Centenary of Carfin Gro�o, and will be in
Honour of Our Lady of Lourdes and St
Bernade�e, whose Relics will arrive at Carfin the
day before.

SISTERS OF ST.PETER CLAVER
There will be a Garden Fête at the
Convent on Saturday 20th August from
11.00 am �ll 2.00pm. Tea, Coffee, Cakes,
Plant stall, Bo�le stall, Raffle for Hamper
etc. All proceeds will be used for our
Missionary work.

There is a box for dona�ons of bo�les and
raffle prizes etc in both churches. Raffle
�ckets are available a�er Masses.

Interested in Becoming a Catholic?
If you or someone you know is interested in
becoming a catholic and being welcomed into
the Church please have a chat with Fr Stuart
before or a�er Mass or give him a call to arrange
to meet.

Funeral Arrangements

Please Pray for
Violet Fallone RIP

Funeral Mass in Sacred Heart on
Wednesday at 10.00am

Eileen Coyle RIP
Funeral Recep�on in Sacred Heart on

Wednesday at 6.00pm and Funeral Mass on
Thursday at 10.00am

Cathie Eadie
Funeral Mass in Sacred Heart on

Wednesday at 10.00am

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

The Diocesan Voca�ons Mass

will be celebrated in the Cathedral on Tuesday
30th August at 7pm. Please join us for the Mass
in praying for voca�ons to the priesthood and
religious life.

Motherwell Lourdes Day
with the Motherwell Lourdes Hospitality and the
Knights of St Columba, will be at Carfin on
Sunday September 4th with Mass at 3pm. The
Sacrament of the Sick will be celebrated during
Mass.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The collec�on last Sunday was £1575.
The parish also receives an average of
£430 weekly in electronic dona�ons.

Internet Banking and Online Dona�ons

If you wish to donate to the parish via
Internet Banking either weekly or
through a regular dona�on our bank
account details are: Diocese of
Motherwell Sacred Heart & St Gerard’s,
Bank of Scotland Acc 15939268, Sort
Code 80-22-60. or you can donate via
www.rcdom.org.uk click on the donate
bu�on.



Sacred Heart & St Gerard’s, Repairs Costs
Urgent Works

Major works within 5 years

Total Cost of Urgent &Work Required within 5 years

Land Value
Following some discussions with a companywho are interested in buying either site to develop for social
housing, who think they could build a similar number of proper�es on either site, they have suggested a
value of about £650,000 for either site. This is in line with an independent valua�on commissioned by
the parish in June.

Sacred Heart Hall
If we accept that a £500,000 repair to Sacred Heart Hall is not the best value for money, the cheapest
op�on to replace the hall/mee�ng facility is a modular building with a life expectancy of 25+ years. A
100 square metre hall with toilets and kitchen, and an exterior finish to blend with exis�ng buildings
would cost £200,000. A new conven�onally built hall would need a budget of approximately one million
pounds.

Costs
All costs are current and are based on the Architects Report or recent quotes and include VAT. The costs
for Sacred Heart are based on the Architects Report from earlier in the year and some quotes from
contractors. The costs for St Gerard’s are based on quotes obtained by Fr Stuart for the repairs that he
is aware of and may not be exhaus�ve. This was to save the cost of further professional reports.

The parish has savings of £555,704.11 invested with the Diocese. The combined cost of work to Sacred
Heart & St Gerard’s is £1,326,000. Leaving a shor�all in funds of £770,295.89 to maintain both sites.
Selling one site for the suggested value could maintain the other.

Sacred Heart St Gerard’s
£838,000 £488,000

Sacred Heart St Gerard’s
Repairs to the roof, gu�ers & downpipes

£250,000
Electrics, Ligh�ng, Ceiling &
Redecora�on £130,000
Church Sound System £4000
Asbestos Removal &
associated works £50,000

Total £250,000 Total £184,000

Sacred Heart St Gerard’s
Electrics, Ligh�ng, Ceiling &
Redecora�on £250,000

Replacement of Flat Roofs, £84,000

Asbestos Removal £10,000
Hall Demoli�on £48,000 Hall Kitchen £20,000
Hall replacement £200,000 Hall Fire Doors £5000
Car Park Repairs a�er Hall Demoli�on

£30,000
Car Park & Path Resurfacing

£70,000
House Repairs etc £50,000 House Repairs etc £50,000

Pew Refurbishment £75,000
Total £588,000 Total £304,000



Fr Stuart’s Reflec�on and Proposal
Over recent months, as the informa�on on the opposite page arrived, and I talked to architects,
surveyors, and contractors and read their reports I found myself constantly changing my mind
about the best choices for the parish. I have spent a lot of �me reflec�ng on the informa�on
and trying to discern the best op�on for the parish now and in the future. Before our parish
mee�ng at the end of August with Bishop Toal and now that we have all the informa�on that we
set out to gather I offer the following reflec�ons.

St Gerard’s
• From the financial calcula�ons on the other page, it looks cheaper to keep St Gerard’s
Church and con�nue with the repairs described. However, the nature of the buildings mean
that there will be con�nued higher expenditure on maintenance for St Gerard’s beyond the
5 year period we have outlined. E.g., while the flat roof costs are cheaper, they will require
more frequent maintenance and replacement than a �led roof at Sacred Heart.

• My concern about maintaining only St Gerard’s is that it is not in the most prominent
loca�on, and it is not unusual to hear people say that they couldn’t find the church or didn’t
know that it existed.

• While St Gerard’s is a smaller site to sell than Sacred Heart, the loca�on of each site means
it is possible to build a similar number of houses for rent on each which will provide the
same land sale value. At the moment the provision of new social housing is a priority for
the Sco�sh Government and North Lanarkshire Council and it should be possible for
planning permission to be obtained for the St Gerard’s site. These priori�es are focused on
the next ten years and may not exist beyond then limi�ng any future developments on
Fleming Road.

Sacred Heart
• A large part of the increased costs over the next 5 years associated with Sacred Heart is the
demoli�on of the current hall and providing a new modular building as a parish mee�ng
space. This new building should be cheaper to maintain in the future.

• With the demoli�on of the hall, the new building could be built behind the house and
church and the current hall site could provide more car parking spaces.

• In recent years approximately two thirds of the bap�sms and funerals celebrated in the
parish have been celebrated in Sacred Heart Church.

• I think there is an advantage in the Sacred Heart site being in a more visible and accessible
loca�on compared to St Gerard’s.

• While I would hope the parish will be here for ever, if in the future that was not the case or
the church was to move; the Sacred Heart site because of its loca�on and visibility and
closeness to the main street and transport links has a greater value for the parish in the
future.

I think raising the funds required to repairs both churches and to maintain them in the future
seems unrealis�c in the current economic environment and with lower Mass a�endances. It has
not been easy to make a proposal to close a church which holds many memories and is dear to
so many people. However, I believe closing one church would be in the best interests of the
parish and considering all the informa�on we have available I propose that we should maintain
Sacred Heart church and sell the St Gerard’s Site to fund some of the work and save a li�le for
the future.

Once the Bishop has made a decision we would begin to plan the required work. Assuming for
this proposed �meline that we will maintain Sacred Heart Church, I propose that we carry out
some electrical work in St Gerard’s to make it safe while we appoint architects to plan and
manage all the work required internally and externally to Sacred Heart Church. When the work
begins, hopefully in Spring/Summer 2023wewould celebrate all services in St Gerard’s un�l the
comple�on of the work at Sacred Heart, hopefully before the end of 2023, and then hand over
the St Gerard’s site to the developer. When funds are received from the land sale, we could then
build a new hall at Sacred Heart.


