
Services this Week

Tuesday 7.00pm Mass in Sacred Heart

Wednesday 10.00am Mass in Sacred Heart
Sr Benedine’s Renewal of Vows

Thursday 9.30am Mass in St Gerard’s

Saturday 4.00pm Vigil Mass in St Gerard’s
5.30pm Vigil Mass in Sacred Heart

Sunday 10.00am Mass in St Gerard’s
11.30am Mass in Sacred Heart
5.00pm Mass in Sacred Heart

Clergy: Fr Stuart Parkes Deacon Jim Aitken
Telephone: 01698 842709 Email: frparkes@rcdom.org.uk
Twi�er: @sgshbellshill Web: sacredheartandstgerards.org
Youtube: www.youtube.com/sacredheartstgerardsparishbellshill

Mass Booking Dates

Masses from
Saturday 9th Jan to Thursday 14th Jan

can be booked on
Wednesday 6th January

from 7.00pm

How to Book
Telephone 07510 490797

or online at
www.shsg.eventbrite.co.uk

Level 4 restric�ons limit us to 20 at Mass,
all Masses must be booked.

The Scriptures

First Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 96 (97)
All na�ons shall fall
prostrate before you,
O Lord.

Alleluia, alleluia!
We saw his star as it
rose and have come to
do the Lord homage.
Alleluia.

Gospel
Ma�hew 2:1-12

Epiphany of the Lord

3rd January 2021

Please Pray for
Kevin Clancy RIP

Whose funeral will be celebrated in St
Gerard’s on Tuesday 12th January at 11.00am

then to Bothwellhaugh Cemetery.
Eternal rest, grant unto him, O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may he rest in peace. Amen

Our Parish Website
www.sacredheartandstgerards.org

Please visit our parish website to
keep up to date with parish news.
The bo�om of the homepage also
shows the regular updates posted to
facebook and twi�er if you do not
have social media.



Thank you for your con�nued generosity to the parish
Parish Bank Account Details: Diocese of Motherwell Sacred Heart and St Gerard’s

Bank of Scotland, Account No. 15939268, Sort Code 80-22-60 or
donate via www.rcdom.org.uk and click on the donate bu�on and search for Sacred Heart or St Gerard’s

Please remember in your prayers
Sick:
Baby Felix Durnion, Ma� McDonald, Kathleen Grant, Jackie Chinskie, Jane Downie, Be�y
McDermo�, Be�y McAuley, Anne Taggart, M. A. Musgrave, Mar�n Burns, Margaret Quinn, Megan
Carlin, Kirsty White, Gerard Foley, Tony Maschinsky, Elizabeth Ann Cur�s, Michelle Miller (Cleary),
Maureen Griffin, May Dick, Lauren Nicol, Joseph Townsley, Peter Mitchell, Thomas O’Donnell, John
Hamilton, Michael Rennie, Rosemary Walsh, Jayne Murphy, Jim McIlroy, Lorraine McCarthy, Mary
McCardle, John McKendry (Coatbridge), Albert Matusavage, Jane Curran, Cathie Tobin,

Recently Dead: Fr Paddy Walsh, Kevin Clancy, Annie Behan, Mary Higgins, Francis Ryan, Margaret
McSherry, Erik Koch,

Months Minds: Be�y Mays, Helen McAuley, John McAuley (Snr), George McAuley, Ann McAuley,
Jeanie Costello, Joe Costello, Jim Mulheron,

Anniversaries: James McAtamney, James McAuley, Hoey Family, John McAuley (Jnr), Lilian
Whi�ngham, James and Margaret Curran, Elaine Ogilvie, Lizzie Costello, Ma�hew Julius,

From Bishop Joseph Toal

As 2020, with its trials and disrup�on to so many areas of life, draws to a close I wish you all a Happy New Year
and pray with you that 2021 may bring relief and be�erment, especially to all who have suffered through the
months of the pandemic. With the possibility of receiving the vaccine we can certainly hope that our physical
health will be protected and the normal ac�vi�es which we have missed so much can return, while recognising
the need for extra vigilance and care as the virus appears to be spreading again with so much virulence. Let us
con�nue to pray fervently for God’s protec�on for all our dear ones and our world.
I thank all those who have worked through the past six months to make our churches safe and welcoming for
those who have managed to return to par�cipate in the Church’s public worship. A special word of thanks
therefore to all our volunteers - cleaners, stewards, organisers, technicians, musicians and cantors – for the �me
and effort you have given in opening our churches and ensuring that Holy Mass and other services can be
celebrated under current restric�ons. I thank the clergy for their caring and enthusias�c ministry in service of
their parishioners and communi�es through this �me when so much of our normal priestly and diaconal work has
been curtailed and adapta�ons required which have not always been easy to accept or put into prac�ce. As we
look ahead with renewed hope for our Parishes and our Diocese, we pray that we can learn from our present
experience and ensure that we con�nue to be communi�es of strong faith and Chris�an charity.
I thank you for your con�nued material and financial support for the Church. Inevitably with fewer people
a�ending Sunday Masses and the loss of most of the income from halls and other ac�vi�es, our finances have
suffered and it will be hard to recover. It has been heartening to hear that many people have con�nued to
contribute even if they have not been able to a�end Mass, and as we enter a New Year with only 20 permi�ed
at each Mass I call upon your generosity in suppor�ng the Church through cash and on-line dona�ons or bank
transfers. Some parishes will have had reserves to fall back on in recent months but that it is not the case
everywhere and every parish will need your on-going financial commitment.
I thank those who have made special contribu�ons to the Church during the emergency. Some of these have
been in response to par�cular appeals, others in recogni�on of a need for which a helping hand has been quietly
offered. As Bishop I would greatly appreciate any help that the Diocese can receive in fulfilling our
responsibili�es, par�cularly in the care of the clergy and in the educa�on of those preparing for ministry. If extra
support can be given by generous benefactors it will help relieve the amount requested from the parishes in the
year ahead. If anyone can assist, I invite you to contact me either by phone at 01698 841848 on by email at
bishoptoal@rcdom.org.uk and I will gratefully discuss this with you.
Although it is necessary to write about the Church’s material needs, I am very much aware that our priority is
always spiritual and our gra�tude is mainly for what we receive from our par�cipa�on in the Church’s worship
and mission. Our faith is the Lord’s gi� to us, and as Catholics we have a strong awareness that our faith is
sustained and nourished by the sacramental and devo�onal life of the Church. We enjoy coming together in the
prac�ce of our faith, especially for the Celebra�on of the Eucharist, and we have felt deprived at �mes through
2020, so our heart-felt wish and prayer is that we can soon come together again in the fullest way possible to
honour God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and to seek his blessing upon us. With this desire for the Lord’s
protec�on let us enter the New Year offering ourselves and all our endeavours to God, our Creator and
Redeemer.
With my prayers and best wishes, Yours in Christ,
+ Joseph Toal


